
 

 

 

 

                    Through Communitywide Action 
We Can Help Our Youth 
Make It To Their Future 

 

             SHASTA COUNTY CHEMICAL PEOPLE, INC —  PARTNERS FOR A DRUG-FREE COMMUNITY 
 PO BOX 493777 ~ REDDING, CA 96049 — (530) 241-5958  —  FAX (530) 247-0915  

 

    The mission of the Shasta County Chemical People, Partners For A Drug-Free 
    Community, is to promote and support the development of a safe strong community 
    for youth and their families that is free from alcohol, tobacco and other drug abuse. 
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Underage Drinking Is 
Not A Minor Problem 

City Of 
Redding 

  Why Sell Our   
Youth 

SHORT? 

We Need A 
Social Host      
Ordinance 

NOW! 

 

Make An Impression With Steps to Success 

 

We all have seen how underage drinking among teens is affecting the quality of life in our community.   
We know how alcohol can threaten the health of adolescents and can compromise their health for 
years to come.  The 2007 Surgeon General’s Call to Action to Prevent and Reduce Underage Drinking 
calls for a multi-level collaboration among a variety of community members to accomplish successful 
Community-level change to reduce underage drinking.   
 
As a grassroots community-based organization, Chemical People will work with youth and adults to focus 
efforts on decreasing youth access to alcohol.  Some of these steps will included changing policies and 

procedures that govern home parties and family events where alcohol is sold.  Chemical People will provide the resources 
needed to work more effectively with other community-based organizations, law enforcement, businesses, youth, and other 
individuals to focus on environmental strategies.  

Chemical People will increase the capacity of the 
community to support youth as leaders to impact 
community-level change through environmental 
prevention strategies.  Supporting youth as leaders 
begins with the belief that young people are our 
greatest asset: they have energy, vision, optimism, 
and endless ideas. The potential for youth to direct, 
contribute, and make positive change is infinite.  
The principal challenge we face is to successfully 
and productively harness those qualities innate in 
youth to impact the broader culture and context 
within which underage drinking decisions are made.   

 

The Power of Youth 

Our Greatest Assets 

 
 

Underage drinking is often a co-factor in the top six key issues impacting our youth and the 
health of our community.  The connection and association between underage drinking and 
other community concerns is as simple as 1, 2, 3 key underage drinking issues. 

1 Violence  Youth who had engaged in past-month heavy alcohol use were more  

             than 5 time as likely to have carried a handgun in the past year as those who had  
             not engaged in heavy drinking 

2  Bullying:  Youth who engage in bullying and their victims report high levels  

              of underage drinking 

            -Binge Drinking:  Our past 30 day binge drinking rate is higher than the state 
              average.  More than 90% of alcohol consumed by teens is in the form of binge  
              drinking 13% of 11th graders report binge drinking in the past 30 days 

3 Depression:  Among youth ages 12 to 17 who experienced a past-year major 

               depressive episode, 28.4 percent reported drinking in the past month 

             -Dropout:  32.3 percent of dropouts reported past-month binge drinking 

             -DUI:  22% of 9th graders and 27% of 11th graders reported driving after drinking 
 
Preventing early adolescent alcohol use can yield big rewards in 6 key factors: health, safety, 
academic achievement, employment, stable families, and a safe community. 

 Underage drinking costs the citizens of California $6.8 billion in 2012.  These costs 
include medical care, work loss, and pain and suffering associated with the multiple 
problems resulting from the use of alcohol by youth.   

 Tragic health, social, and economic problems result 
from the use of alcohol by youth.  Underage drinking is a 
causal factor in a host of serious problems, including 
homicide, suicide, traumatic injury, drowning, burns, 
violent property crime, high-risk sex, fetal alcohol 
syndrome, alcohol poisoning, and treatment for alcohol 
abuse dependence.   

Underage Drinking—As Simple as 1-2-3 

Youth Want A Change! — Adults Need To Take Responsibility 

 “I am worried about my peers because they don’t think that anything bad will happen to them.” 
 “It makes me mad that my friend’s parents think it is ok for kids to drink in their home.” 
 “Why would a parent give alcohol to kids? It doesn’t make any sense and it’s stupid.” 
 “I am so excited that you asked me to be a part of the social host project because my mother  
        and I were just talking about this and I want to do something.” 

Ending underage drinking is everyone’s job 
Surgeon General’s Call to Action  
 

While many teens drink, underage alcohol use is not inevitable.  It will take everyone in the community to make 
change happen.  Changing how people think isn’t easy, so it’s important to keep sending the message that the 
community does not approve of or condone underage drinking. Together, we can support teen decisions 
NOT to drink. 
 

What YOU can do:   

 Sign up today to help us work on underage drinking as a community health and safety problem that we can solve together.  

 Become a part of our organized group to change community thinking about underage alcohol use.  

 Support our message that underage drinking is not okay when we approach policy makers to change community norms.   

 Get the word out about underage drinking laws. The law that makes drinking under the age of 21 is only one of them.  

 Other laws forbid selling or giving alcohol to youth. 

 Others make it against the law to drink and drive. 

 Work to help ensure these laws are always enforced. 

 Sign up for Parents Who Host Lose the Most campaign in your neighborhood.  

 Help lead the community to create friendly, alcohol-free places where teens can gather.  

 Create programs, including volunteer work, where young people can grow, explore their options, succeed, and feel good 
about themselves without alcohol.  

Cost of Underage Drinking California 



Where Do Teens Drink? — Parties and Social Gatherings 
Seventy-five percent of local teens surveyed say they most often drink 
alcohol at parties and other social gatherings. We also have alarmingly high 
rates of underage binge drinking in our community.  We know that there 
are adults who want to be the “cool” parents, so they host teen parties or 
serve alcohol under the misguided notion that it’s somehow safer to host 
parties for teens with alcohol in their home. These parents are in the 
minority, yet impact the majority of our young people — our sons and 

daughters.  It’s time to hold them accountable.  

 It’s time we hold accountable people who condone and contribute to underage drinking.  As a parent, it’s never 
OK for anyone to provide alcohol to my children or to put them in an environment where underage drinking is 
acceptable. 

   

 Young people tell us there are repeat offenders in our community – adults who often allow and host parties 

with alcohol for teens. Their actions impact a lot of our young people and it’s time to hold them accountable. 

 
What A Social Host Accountability Ordinance Looks Like 

 
The goal of the coalition is to increase and strengthen key stakeholders in a community-based partnership to be able to 
create the norm that underage drinking is illegal and unhealthy.  The coalition is dedicated to reducing teen home 
parties in the city of Redding by mobilizing the community to support and adopt a civil  Social Host Ordinance that 
will hold accountable anyone who hosts a gathering where alcohol is served  and consumed by minors. 
 
A Social Host Accountability Ordinance will hold accountable the host of a gathering where alcohol is being 
served to, consumed by, or in the possession of minors. Specifically, ANYONE 18 years of age or older who 
hosts such a gathering will be subject to the ordinance and a fine.    
 
Why have a Social Host Accountability Ordinance?  A social host ordinance solidifies and enforces the message 
that allowing underage drinking will not be tolerated – that individuals who host gatherings where alcohol is 
served to or is in the possession of minors will be held accountable.  The ordinance also deters hosts from 
creating dangerous and illegal situations involving minors and to cut down on the nuisance such gatherings inflict on 
the community.  In addition, a Social Host Ordinance::  
 

 Empowers parents, frustrated neighbors, and concerned citizens to seek help from law enforcement when 
there are youth suspected of underage drinking, unruly or loud parties, or other potentially dangerous or 
illegal situations involving minors  

 Provides law enforcement with a formal and civil course of action to combat underage drinking  

 Recoups some of the expense of providing police and/or other public services in response to underage 
drinking gatherings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does a Social Host Accountability Ordinance Work? 
 

Enforcement of the ordinance begins when a complaint is received by law enforcement of a potentially unruly gathering.  
Once officers determine that a party is loud or unruly; underage people are consuming, possessing or being served 
alcohol; and who is hosting the event, they are able to apply the ordinance and issue the citation.   

 
Social Host Ordinance Fines: 

First violation = Warning (or possible $250.00) 
Second violation = $500.00 

Third or subsequent violation = $1,000.00 
 
In addition, Civil Cost Recovery Fees can be imposed, which can include the cost of providing public safety services such 

as sheriff, fire, ambulance and other emergency services. 

Parents In Denial About Home Parties 

◙ 73% of  parents survey believed that in the last two months their child has probably not 
or definitely did not attended a party at which alcohol was present 

     ◙  84% of  youth stated that alcohol is always or sometimes present at parties they attend     
 ◙ 35% of  youth who drink stated they drink in the home of  a friend and 26% of 

youth who drink stated that they drink at home  

In a recent  Redding survey 71.4% of teens surveyed said that the last time they drank 
any alcohol they were at a friend’s home or at their own home 


