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What are social host laws and ordinances?   
Many states have passed social host laws in the past several years. In addition, increasing 

numbers of counties and cities have enacted local social host ordinances.  While these 

state and local policies sometimes use somewhat different legal frameworks, their intent 

is the same:  to discourage gatherings where underage drinking occurs.    

 

Social host laws/ordinances are designed to give law enforcement a tool to hold 

individuals legally accountable for parties and gatherings in residential settings or 

other private property. As of May 2012, 27 states and over 150 communities 

had passed a social host law or ordinance addressing underage drinking 

parties.  

 

Who is conducting the study? 

The study is being conducted by a collaborative partnership which includes Wake Forest 

School of Medicine, Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA), and a 

Coalition Advisory Board, in conjunction with twelve local substance abuse prevention 

coalitions throughout the Nation.   

 

How is it being funded? 

This study is funded by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 

(NIAAA), which is one of the 27 Institutes and Centers that make up the National 

Institutes of Health. 

 

How will the study evaluated? 

Researchers from Wake Forest School of Medicine’s Department of Social Sciences and 

Health Policy will be evaluating the Social Host Ordinance Trial using multiple data 

collection efforts.  Surveys will be conducted annually over four years, and will be 

implemented in the intervention communities.  Wake Forest School of Medicine will 

conduct all surveys so there will be minimal burden on the communities. The protocols 

for all data collection efforts are approved by the Wake Forest School of Medicine’s 

Institutional Review Board.  Respondents’ privacy will be strictly protected under 

guidelines established by the Institutional Review Board at Wake Forest School of 

Medicine. 

 

What about the City of Redding? 

For Shasta County Chemical People, participating in a research study is important to our 

coalition because it provides us with the opportunity to become a part of a more global 

effort to reduce underage drinking.  It also puts us in a position to not only contribute to 

the research, but to share in the process and ascertain if comprehensive approaches to 

preventing underage drinking work including environmental prevention strategies.   
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Participating in state or national research studies also allow us to build the capacity of our coalition and 

community to better address the issue of underage drinking and adds to the credibility of the coalition when 

addressing the issue with policy makers and leaders in the community.   

 

 Our Key Messages:  

1. Binge drinking, alcohol poisoning, date rape, driving under the influence, etc. are documented 

co- factors that affect the health and safety of youth. 

2. A Social Host Ordinance (SHO) is more restrictive than the state law and adds teeth to law 

enforcement.  A SHO is not a stand-alone, but rather an instrument for law enforcement that can 

add leverage and teeth to calls they already respond to.  A SHO can add a tool to the Problem 

Oriented Policing Project (POPP) and the Safe City Project that is an interest to the Chief.  Also, 

a SHO fits into the new volunteer policing project supported by City Council and the Chief. 

3. Empowers parents, frustrated neighbors, and concerned citizens to seek help from law 

enforcement when there are suspected underage drinking gatherings, unruly or loud parties, or 

other potentially dangerous or illegal situations involving minors.   Seen as a positive and 

affirmative response by law enforcement, by party house neighbors, and for youth to see that 

someone will be held accountable for hosting underage drinking.   

4. Recoups some of the expense of providing police and/or other public services in response to 

underage drinking gatherings.   

5. SHO add strength and community collaboration to Redding Police Department’s possible 

funding opportunities through ABC, OJJDP, and OTS; agencies who see the value of a SHO in a 

community and the community partnerships it takes to develop and pass.  

What evidence shows SHO work? 

o In 3 jurisdictions in Ventura County, California -- Over 350 SHO citations were issued in Ventura 

County between 2006-2010.    

o In Petaluma, CA, just after implementation in 2007, 23 citations were issued. In 2008, the number of 

citations almost doubled to 41, and then decreased to 16 in 2009.  The decrease in 2009 may be 

attributed to a reduction in the number of large underage drinking parties. 

o In 3 jurisdictions in Ventura County, three out of four officers report that the laws are effective in 

addressing underage drinking parties. 

o In 3 Ventura County jurisdictions only 3-5% are repeat offenders, suggesting that a first citation may 

deter future hosting of underage drinking parties.  

o Petaluma had 9.3% fewer calls for service related to disturbances from the year prior to passage to the 

passage of a SHO. 

o San Diego County had 8% fewer disturbance calls from the year preceding passage to the year following 

passage of a SHO. 

o In a 64 community study across 5 states:  FL, NY, CA, MO, CT, youth (ages 14-20) in communities 

with a SHO were less likely to have attended a drinking event with 10 or more peers on their last 

drinking occasion, compared to youth in communities without a SHO.   


